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sider whether ample returns may not be made him by better pens, and with more truth, than ever were or will be employed on his side.
COMMON SENSE.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1788.	No. 89.
STJOH is the uncertainty and unstability of the things of this world, that there is scarce any event which ought to surprise us, or anything new to be said upon it. The greatest empires, and best modelled governments, have been suddenly overturned by unexpected occurrences of unlucky and unforeseen accidents. Notwithstanding which, when one sees great and sudden revolutions happen, one cannot help falling into trite observations, which a thousand events of the same kind had suggested to thousands of people before.
I confess this happened to me lately, when I heard that Operas were no more, and that too at a time when the vigour and success, with which a subscription was parried on, both by the great and the fair, seemed to promise them in their fullest lustre. "Shall the " Kings and the Ministers of the earth," cried I, " be "surprised when their best-concerted schemes are "defeated; schemes which it is generally the common "interest of mankind to defeat? and must we behold, " unmoved, the fatal catastrophe of that great design, "which the common pleasures of mankind seemed "engaged to support?" Many other reflections oc-curred to me, which, though I thought new at the time, I am since persuaded were made by the Assyr-